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a less well-kept secret

Selah

BY ROLAMD STOY
GTAFF NEITER

READING — In 1948,
Harry Truman defeated Tom

Dewey for the presidency;
Joe Louis retired and Babe
ERuth died

Om a much guister note
that vear; a number of local
churches and individuals
who felt their communily
needed a Christian camp for
hovs and girts purchased 250
feet of lake fromlage nesr
Reading, and foamded Camp
Selah.

The Hev Phil Charles,
camp director, todd & recent
mweeting of the Coldwater
Area Ministerial Association
(CAMA) that Camp Selah

has been a “well-kept secret”
over the years, including dur-

ing the over 20 years he pas
tored at Snow Praivie Bible
Church near Bronson, and
the congregation there sup
ported it and sent youth to
SIS CA.

Charles retived from the
ministiy at Snow Pramie and
agsumed the directorship at
Selah n January of 2006,

The secret is getfing out,

Four hundred young peo-
ple attended camp there last
vear, with 40 percent of them
doing so for the first time,
Charles said, as he shared
about his efforts to promote
the camg this winter by visil
ing area churches,

The numbers last summer
ineluded 235 vouth from a
church in Hineis, and over-
all, he said they have added
an extra week in their sum-
mer schedule to accomme-
date the increasing atten
dance.

He expects most of the
first-limess to peburn this
slmmen

He i# also making it known
that the camp is available as
a retreat when it is not host-
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“We have a swell camp,”
Charles told the CAMA
members, “It's a httle rustic,
but we have good facilities ,
I8 a good experience. God
i8 working there.”

The camp is on 23 acres
with a creek running
through a natural wooded
area and the waterfront.

Charles Is at front, with summer staff from a previous season.

Buildimgs mchude a chapel
which seats 150, two dorm
buildings with bathrooms,
showers, and private accom-
modations for guest group
speakers o leaders, and a
lower level which includes
the kitelven, dining roomn:, and
game room with fireplace,

TRecreational facilities
include a covered pavilion for
plcnics or ralny day games, &
softhall field, a sand volley
ball court, & rogular volley-
ball court, a four way volley-
hall court, baskethall court,
and two big game felds, The
waterfront includes paddle
beats, kayaks, canoes, a
large swimming area with a
dhiving and sunning raft

The days of campers are
filled with sctivities and
pames, a5 well as attention
to spiritual matters

In 1850, the first building
was erected and the first
sunmer canmp was hebd, and
umkil 1982, Camp Selah was
without any vear round staff,
leaving the maintenance and
operation of the ministry {o
the voluntesr board, which
Charles chaired before
accepting the directorship,

Wife Carolyn serves as finan-
cial secretary:

Charles expressed grati-
tude for “the: great founda-
tion™ kaid by his predeces-
sors, Duane Cross and Jeff
Enell, and sakl he prays he
can comtinue {o bulkd on that.

He said the decizion o
retive from Snow Praivie and
take on the directorshep
came only after much con-
sideration and most mpoer-
tantly, prayer,

“I believe this is what the
Lioed led me to do,” said
Charles, 60, who is assisted
by program director Mark
Emmons, last week on the
road promoting and seeking
stimimer workers for the
camp. “T've been stretched
phyzically and spiritually . . . 1
bedieve the Lord will contin-
ue Lo use me here,”

Mesded are four male
counselors, five fermale coun-
selors, a head Efeguard,
Kitchen staff (paid and volurn-
feert and six vouth servant
leaders (counselors), three
meale and three female

Az it is explained {o poten:
tial workers, “We demoan-
strate that being a Christian
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Youth experience a varlety of activities in thtlr stay at Belah

can be fun, In every thing we
do we want to demonstrate
to the campers that God
loves them and that this love
can make a difference in
their lives. In Lhe cabins, on
the ball feld, and in the
chapel services our Jove for
Christ and His love for the
campers must be evident
Because of this it is neces-
sary that camp staff share a
deep love for the Lord and
fior others,” said Charles,
Camp Selah, licensed and
inspected by the Stane of
Michigan Department of
Consumer & Industry

Services and & member of
The Christian Camp and
Conference Association, is at
3800 Long Lake Rd, Reading

Solah is at (800) 943-2527,
and has an extensive Web
site at campselahimyah-
O, CHTL

Charles said “God's love,
through us, te others,”™ (1
John 3:16) 15 their slogan.

"Selah’s effechveness
depends upon a growing
partnership with other
believers" said Charles,
emphasizing the need for
prayer, work and fnancial
parinerships, .



